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OTTAWA 


THE NEW TREND IN ENTERTAINMENT 
Our second major development reflecting the new concept in theatre operation, multi- 
auditorium cinemas in Regional shopping and business complexes. 


IF YOU CAN'T STAND THE HEAT 


Eee 


/ believe it was former wget of the United States aah S. Truman, who Gee iscussing the: pressures. and a 


simplify the salient facts, hours and spapitians ae dane: 
theatres, only to discover to our dismay that after a few weeks earey become so. disenchanted, i ‘in fact feel cheated, qui 


and we have to start all over again? 


This is no longer the simple business it was ier you aiid | got into. it. iG ‘is an evalunartary’ and rev 
from fo elated isi beau It’s a whole | new way of life with a brand n new set of rules. Ati i hat 


es told the es both ‘idles at fe 


material 


A FIRST FOR FAMOUS | 


This issue of WHAT’S NEW has been - 
produced in its” entirety right here pee 
our office. All of the type was set on | 


our own |.B.M. Composer, and the 


“printing done on our newly acquired» 


| offset presses. The only thing we miss 
is a plate maker, 


that equipment | 


the printing for every theatre on the 
circuit, letterheads, envelopes, sche- 
— dules, heralds etc., 
not exceed 11” 


ive immediately you will please requi- 
isition all necessary printing through | 


Florence Van Heek, and if our ma- 
chines can’t handle it she will call for 


tenders and get the best prices pos- | 


Remember, this is an off-set 
and_ will reproduce anything, 
illustrations etc. Attach copy 


sible. 
press 


type, 


required to a regular requisition and 
forward to Florence, indicating num- | 


ber desired. 


ED 


Ralph Schonert is in charge of 
‘our printing department, and Mr. Len 
Cowie has been engaged to operate 
the equipment. 


We seated out on the premise ates 


and that portion | 
| had to be farmed out. We hope to add | 
in the near future. |- 
We are now equipped — to do all 


as long as they do. ) 
x 17” overall. Effect- 


Then, and only then will the cae rate. among | trainees My and we e'l experience aie joy. ar 
into. one of the most Lecter ee ‘in the Habs aie Reon, of our eee: 


WHAT'S NEW? You" RE i 
- SUPPOSED TO TELL US i ne 


this was to be a truly family publica- — 


tion, and from the ‘many complimen- _ 
tary comments - received to date tu 
would appear ‘that we have been suc: . 


cessful. in achieveing | our “objectives. 
“Only. one thing bugs us . . and that’s. 
the conspicuous absence ae voluntary 
information from the field. 


If you don’t tell us pte is going on 


‘in your location there is no way, but 


no way in which you will see it in ie 


print. This is YOUR showcase and we 
are ready and more than willing to. 


publish anything that may be rot ine: 
terest to our. readers, all of the em- 


ployees of our. ‘company. ‘It is up to” 


you to provide us with that informa- o 


tion. 


say tars in the field and to advise US. 
promptly of anything of interest in- 
your theatre affecting your staff sae: 
families. If a picture tells the story 
better, send along a black and white 
print. . 

We can’t promise to publish EV. 
ERY THING, and also reserve the. He 
to edit all material submitted, but it’s 
a pretty safe bet that most of your 
submissions will appear in print. So, 
be a good reporter, and REPORT. 
We'll take it from there. 


count. oe Pe oP Pati ake 
. This is a ‘major eecicerollac nets ‘ 
oe of the largest concerns in this — 
line of business in Canada, and i isonly | 
the forerunner on” many more Such og 
_ deals to come. Complete details willbe 
- available shortly, and adds Jim, “This oe 
a ay the beginning... ia ta gt 


We ask you again to act as our LGicy 


qeebes jaminiote stat fate banetits; just: to put ey ies in vf ee 


ade 


Fi P. ‘Adantiticatian: we be geodon pon ! 
Pea which When Ui at 
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JACK FITZGIBBONS RETIRES 


One of the most honoured, re- 
spected and loved members of our 
industry for nearly forty years, Jack 
Fitzgibbons dropped a bombshell in 
our midst in early spring with the 
announcement that he planned to re- 
linquish his duties as president of 
Theatre Confections Limited in the 
middle of September of this year. 
It was not an easy decision to make 
for one as active as Jack, but follow, 


ing some serious eels 
LO tiles 


To the attentl 


MR.GEORG 


wor nie also con- 

nou iis education in the theatre 

business under Bill Trudell at the 
Capitol theatre in that city. 

In 1940 Jack took off for the West 
and was appointed assistant manager 
of the Metropolitan theatre in Winni- 
peg, at the same time acting as a 
special field representative in the pro- 
motion of some of the major attrac- 
tions playing the west at that time. He 
also spent some time in the booth of 
the Capitol in Winnipeg learning the 
rudimentary principles of projection. 
One year later he headed for New 
York where he worked in the con- 
tracts division of Paramount-Publix, 
filling in his nights as a checker for 
the Ross Federal Checking Agency. 

In September of 1941 Jack embark- 
ed on his military career with the 
U.S. Army’s 106th Infantry, 27th 
Division as a second Lieutenant. He 
saw action in the South Pacific and 
ran up a distinguished service record 


on of + 


serrUlulu, 

cnymeering student at 

Wueen's University in Kingston, and 

Peter who is studying Business Admin- 
istration at Western in London. 

On his return to civilian life in 
September of 1945, Jack set up The- 
atre Confections Limited, leaving in 
1947 to organize his own confec- 
tion company, Hollywood Confections 
Ltd., which was merged in April of 
1948 with Theatre Confections with 
Jack as Vice-president and general 
manager, and currently president. In 
1948 Jack took some time off to 
attent the management. Training 
Course in Business Administration at 
the University of Western Ontario 
School of Business. 

Jack’s extracurricular activities are 
legion, both in and outside of our 
industry. A charter member of Variety 
Club Tent No. 28 of Ontario he served 
on the crew for four years until his 
election as Chief Barker in 1960. The 
following year he was presented with 
the club’s Heart Award, the highest 
honour Variety can confer on its own. 


From 1961 to 1967 he served in 
various Capacities on the board of 
Variety International, winding up as a 
vice-president and second assistant In- 
ternational Chief Barker. 

A member of the Canadian Picture 
Pioneers, Jack served as a director in 
1962-63 and again from 1968 to the 

sent time. On _ the _ international 

ifections scene Jack has been an 

cutive member of the board of 

ctors of the National Association 
oncessionaires since 1945, serving 
resident in 1953-54. He has just 
elected a life time honourary 
ser of N.A.C. 


addition to his industry affilia- 
Jack has for many years been a 
ir of the Ontario Cancer Society, 
»m 1957 on was a member of 
slic Relations Committee of the 
| association. He is a director 
Lady of Mercy Hospital and 
1 active on the board of the 
) Welfare Society. He was also 
associated with the Red Fea- 
aigns prior to it becoming the 
ppeal. Jack was general chair- 
he very successful Canadian 
icture Industry Convention 
Show in 1966, 67 and 68. 
-chairman of the O'Keefe 
ard of management in Tor- 
in 1968 was honoured for 
contributions to Canada’s 
| charitable activities with 

aie Nighly prized Canada Medal. 

Jack has been a valued colleague 
and good friend to many of us in 
Famous, and we'll miss him. Our very 
best wishes will follow him, Barbara 
and their boys to Hawaii, where we 
hope they will find the peace and con- 
tentment they so richly deserve. 

Aloha nui Jack and Barbara. 


IF YOU CAN'T STAND THE HEAT 


| believe it was former president of the United States Harry S. Truman, who when discussing the pressures and 
tensions of politics, drily commented, ‘‘If you can’t stand the heat, stay out of the kitchen.” | wonder if that bit of earthy 
philosophy isn’t applicable in some degree to our business. 

The casualty rate among aspiring management trainees is, to say the least, staggering. Do we go out of our way to over- 
simplify the salient facts, hours and conditions of work, salary, immediate and future benefits, just to put bodies in our 
theatres, only to discover to our dismay that after a few weeks they become so disenchanted, in fact feel cheated, quit 


and we have to start ail over again? 


This is no longer the simple business it was when you and | got into it. It is an evolutionary and revolutionery departure 
from long established conformity. It’s a whole new way of life with a brand new set of rules. It is a ‘Produce and survive 
or fall by the wayside’ concept. We are in a state of metamorphosis, like a caterpillar emerging from its cocoon and spread- 


ing its butterfly wings to soar into tl 
| don't think that we should pf 
streets and into positions of trus 
frank in our preliminary discussiot 
from the outset that in this busil 
promise there is a good, comfor 
ago, Opportunities for advancemé¢ 
be told the truth, both sides of it. 
Then, and only then will the r 
material into one of the mo 
manager. And, just as importan 
straining at their bits for a chanc 


A FIRST FOR FAM( 


This issue of WHAT’S NEW 
produced in its entirety rig] 
our office. All of the type ! 
our own |.B.M. Composer 
printing done on our newl 
offset presses. The only thi 
is a plate maker, and tha _ 
had to be farmed out. We hope to add 
that equipment in the near future. 
We are now equipped to do all 
the printing for every theatre on the 
circuit, letterheads, envelopes, sche- 
dules, heralds etc., as long as they do 
not exceed 11” x 17” overall. Effect- 
ive immediately you will please requi- 
isition all necessary printing through 
Florence Van Heek, and if our ma- 
chines can‘t handle it she will call for 
tenders and get the best prices pos- 
sible. Remember, this is an off-set 
press and will reproduce anything, 
type, illustrations etc. Attach copy 
required to a regular requisition and 
forward to Florence, indicating num- 
ber desired. 


ED 


Ralph Schonert is in charge of 
our printing department, and Mr. Len 
Cowie has been engaged to operate 
the equipment. 


‘ -~tad unknown. 


-~~ata_for_recruits as to practically drag them in off the 


Only one thing we. 
the conspicuous absence of Vorurmne., 
information from the field. 

lf you don’t tell us what is going on 
in your location there is no way, but 
no way in which you will see it in 
print. This is YOUR showcase and we 
are ready and more than willing to 
publish anything that may be of in- 
terest to our readers, all of the em- 
ployees of our company. It is up to 
you to provide us with that informa- 
tion. 

We ask you again to act as our re- 
porters in the field and to advise us 
promptly of anything of interest in 
your theatre affecting your staff and 
families. If a picture tells the story 
better, send along a black and white 
print. 

We can’t promise to publish EV- 
ERY THING, and also reserve the right 
to edit all material submitted, but it’s 
a pretty safe bet that most of your 
submissions will appear in print. So, 
be a good reporter, and REPORT. 
We'll take it from there. 


“—Lthink we ought to be fair and 


aie | 


ets. 

Doris Hosiery MillSdtstme.— 
products through quality outlets only, 
and have agreed to imprint several 
million packages with some form of 
F.P. identification to be agreed upon 
mutually, which when presented to 
any one of our theatres at any time 
will entitle the bearer to a cash dis- 
count. 

This is a major breakthrough with 
one of the largest concerns in this 
line of business in Canada, and is only 
the forerunner of many more such 
deals to come. Complete details will be 
available shortly, and adds Jim, ‘’This 
is just the beginning...” 


ila chai) Id_k n ow 


{ 
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JACK FITZGIBBONS RETIRES 


One of the most honoured, re- 
spected and loved members of our 
industry for nearly forty years, Jack 
Fitzgibbons dropped a bombshell in 
our midst in early spring with the 
announcement that he planned to re- 
linquish his duties as president of 
Theatre Confections Limited in the 
middle of September of this year. 
It was not an easy decision to make 
for one as active as Jack, but follow- 
ing some serious neck surgery, twice 
in three years, he felt it only fair to 
his family to protect his health and 
conserve his strength and energy by 
moving to a less rigorous and demand- 
ing climate, Hawaii, birthplace of his 


wife Barbara. 
A native of Bay Shore, Long Island, 


Jack attended grade school in Welles- 
ley, Mass., and high school at LaSalle 
Military Academy, Oakdale, L.I. He 
moved to Canada in 1930 when his 
late father John J. Fitzgibbons Sr. 
was appointed Director of Theatre 
Operations for Famous Players. ° 

| first met Jack when he was about 
fourteen and spent his summers as a 
sweeper and odd-jobs man in Ben 
Cronk’s sign shop which at that time 
handled all the display work for our 
Toronto theatres. After three years of 
this, attending school in the meantime, 
he graduated to usher at the then new 
Eglinton theatre in Toronto, and in 
1937 joined the booking department 
of Empire-Universal Films in_ their 
Toronto office. 

From 1937 to 1940, while attend- 
ing lectures at the University of West- 
ern Ontario in London he also con- 
tinued his education in the theatre 
business under Bill Trudell at the 
Capitol theatre in that city. 

In 1940 Jack took off for the West 
and was appointed assistant manager 
of the Metropolitan theatre in Winni- 
peg, at the same time acting as a 
special field representative in the pro- 
motion of some of the major attrac- 
tions playing the west at that time. He 
also spent some time in the booth of 
the Capitol in Winnipeg learning the 
rudimentary principles of projection. 
One year later he headed for New 
York where he worked in the con- 
tracts division of Paramount-Publix, 
filling in his nights as a checker for 
the Ross Federal Checking Agency. 

In September of 1941 Jack embark- 
ed on his military career with the 
U.S. Army’s 106th Infantry, 27th 
Division as a second Lieutenant. He 
saw action in the South Pacific and 
ran up a distinguished service record 


which earned him several decorations 
including the coveted Bronze Star 
with two Oak Leaf Clusters, also an 
Arrowhead commemorating three dan- 
gerous beach landings. He was Honour- 
ably discharged with the rank of Cap- 
tain and returned to civilian life in 
1945. While on a tour of duty in 
Hawaii, Jack met, wooed and married 
Barbara Elizabeth Greenwell. They are 
the parents of three sons, John J. Ill, 
a chartered accountant in Honolulu, 
Michael, an engineering student at 
Queen’s University in Kingston, and 
Peter who is studying Business Admin- 
istration at Western in London. 

On his return to civilian life in 
September of 1945, Jack set up The- 
atre Confections Limited, leaving in 
1947 to organize his own confec- 
tion company, Hollywood Confections 
Ltd., which was merged in April of 
1948 with Theatre Confections with 
Jack as Vice-president and general 
manager, and currently president. In 
1948 Jack took some time off to 
attent the management Training 
Course in Business Administration at 
the University of Western Ontario 
School of Business. 

Jack’s extracurricular activities are 
legion, both in and outside of our 
industry. A charter member of Variety 
Club Tent No. 28 of Ontario he served 
on the crew for four years until his 
election as Chief Barker in 1960. The 
following year he was presented with 
the club’s Heart Award, the highest 
honour Variety can confer on its own. 


From 1961 to 1967 he served in 
various Capacities on the board of 
Variety International, winding up as a 
vice-president and second assistant In- 
ternational Chief Barker. 

A member of the Canadian Picture 
Pioneers, Jack served as a director in 
1962-63 and again from 1968 to the 
present time. On the international 
confections scene Jack has been an 
executive member of the board of 
directors of the National Association 
of Concessionaires since 1945, serving 
as president in 1953-54. He has just 
been elected a life time honourary 
‘member of N.A.C. 

In addition to his industry affilia- 
tions Jack has for many years been a 
director of the Ontario Cancer Society, 
and from 1957 on was a member of 
the Public Relations Committee of the 


- national association. He is a director 


of the Lady of Mercy Hospital and 
has been active on the board of the 
Canadian Welfare Society. He was also 
actively associated with the Red Fea- 
ther campaigns prior to it becoming the 
United Appeal. Jack was general chair- 
man of the very successful Canadian 
Motion Picture Industry Convention 
and Trade Show in 1966, 67 and 68. 
He is vice-chairman of the O'Keefe 
Centre’s board of management in Tor- 
onto, and in 1968 was honoured for 
his many contributions to Canada’s 
cultural and charitable activities with 
the highly prized Canada Medal. 

Jack has been a valued colleague 
and good friend to many of us in 
Famous, and we'll miss him. Our very 
best wishes will follow him, Barbara 
and their boys to Hawaii, where we 
hope they will find the peace and con- 
tentment they so richly deserve. 

Aloha nui Jack and Barbara. 


G. R. DILLON NAMED G. M. 
THEATRE CONFECTIONS LIMITED 


Gerald Ross Dillon, ‘Gerry’ to his 
friends and associates has been named 
by Mr. George P. Destounis to the 
important and responsible post of 
General Manager of all T.C.L. opera- 
tions across Canada, and comes well 
equipped to tackle this new and chal- 
lenging assignment. 

Gerry, while not perhaps born to 
this business, has spent his entire adult 
life with our company. A native of 
Ottawa, he ushered in the Imperial 
theatre while attending High School, 
and on graduating in 1948 became as- 
sistant manager of that theatre, at the 
same time acting as relief manager in 
several houses around Ontario. His 
next move was as manager of the 
Drive-In theatres in Chatham where he 
remained for a year. In 1951 Gerry 
joined T.C.L. as supervisor of Drive-In 
operations, and after one and a half 
years took on management of the 
Bloor theatre in Toronto, then the 
College where he remained until 1956. 
From the College he moved to the St. 
Clair, and six months later the Beach 
for about a year. 

At just about that time T.C.L. be- 
gan a program of diversification ex- 
panding its activities to parks, hockey 
arenas, etc., and Gerry was given the 


nod to head the new department. !n 
June of 1962 he was assigned to Mon- 
treal as Branch Manager, and after two 
years returned to Toronto as Ontario 
Division Manager of indoor theatres, 
Drive-Ins, parks, arenas etc. He also 


handled all of our Drive-In accounts 
across Canada. 

Gerry has a passion for teaching as 
all those who have passed through his 
capable hands will verify, and one of 
his ambitions was to return to school 
to pick up enough credits to qualify 
him for an O.C.E. degree leading to 
a teaching career. His growing family 
responsibilities nipped this in the bud. 

Gerry and Jean Dillon live in Scar- 
borough, a suburb of Toronto and are 
the parents of three children, Wayne 
15, Brian 14 and Tracey, 9. In his 
younger days he played a bit of 
hockey and was a member of the 
league-leading T.C.L. team. He loves 
to fish, when he can get away for a 
while, and has done his share of 
travelling, attending confection sem- 
inars:and N.A.C. conventions across 
the continent. He has just been hon- 
oured by the N.A.C. by election to its 
board of directors. 

Gerry has never been too busy to 
lend a hand to all worthwhile industry 
projects and has rendered invaluable 
service to the Canadian Picture Pi- 
oneers and the Variety Club of On- 
tario. He hopes to be inducted into 
the F.P. 25-Year Club next year. 

Gerry’s friend in and outside the 
industry are legion, and all of us wish 
him much happiness and success in 
his new assignment. 
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ALAN BELL NAMED 
DISTRICT MANAGER 


Mr. W. N. Murray has announced the 
appointment of Alan Bell, manager of 
the Hollywood theatre in Toronto as a 
District Manager of an important group 
of theatres in Ontario, effective on 


Monday, July 13th, 1970. 

A native of Skegness in England, 
Alan attended school in his home 
town until he enlisted in the Royal 
Navy at the age of 16, in 1942. He saw 


action in World War 2, and spent a to- 


tal of thirteen years in the service, 
being demobbed in 1955. After work- 
ing for two years in a radio factory, he 
and wife Kathlene whom he married in 
1951 decided that Canada was the 
place for them and wound up in Tor- 
onto where for a short time he worked 
at Addison Industries. 

In April of 1958 Alan and Kathlene 
joined our Investigation Department 
and travelled as a team from one end 
of Canada to the other. After six years 
of living out of a suitcase they decided 
that it was time to settle down, and 
Alan was assigned as an assistant man- 
ager at the Tivoli theatre in Toronto. 
From there he moved to the Imperial 
as treasurer under Bert Brown, and in 
1965 was appointed manager of the 
Runnymede theatre. In 1968 Alan 
returned to the Imperial as manager, 
and a year later, in October of 1969 
was appointed manager of the dual 
auditorium Hollywood. 


Alan and wife Kathlene have one 
son aged six. They own a home in a 
suburb of Toronto, and Alan devotes 
what time he can spare to his lone 
hobby, gardening. 

Congratulations Alan, and the very 
best wishes of all of us in the Famous 
Family are with you in your new, im- 
portant assignment. 


— 


A.W. SHACKLEFORD CELEBRATES FIFTY YEARS IN SHOWBIZ 


Admittedly anything but a movie buff, 
A.W. Shackleford known to all and 
sundry as ‘‘Shack’’ never really in- 
tended getting into the movie bus- 
iness. A native of Essex in England he 
arrived in Calgary with his parents in 
1908. He wanted to be an architect 
and spent three years at the Calgary 
School of Technology and Arts. Dur- 
ing the first world war he worked as a 
chemist for Pat Burns when western 
beef was the mainstay of Canadian 
troops overseas. Prior to this he sold 
papers and ushered in the Regent 
theatre, site of the present Hudson's 
Bay store. 

One day Shack decided to visit 
Lethbridge, wandered along theatre 
row and accepted a job managing the 
King’s theatre, a small, money-loser 
along the strip. This marked the be- 
ginning of Shack’s fifty years in our 
business. In 1925, with a partner, Mr. 
Shackleford bought the Kings, and in 
1929 entered into a partnership with 
Famous Players and acquired several 


ALAN BELL AND LES MITCHELL 
SPLIT ONTARIO DISTRICT 


With the appointment of Alan Bell 
as a District Manager, Mr. W. N. 
Murray has assigned the following 
theatres to each. 

Les Mitchell will supervise all of the 
theatres in Toronto in addition to 
Oshawa, Kingston, Brockville and Ot- 
tawa. 

Alan Bell will assume supervision 
of our theatres in Barrie, Brantford, 
Guelph, Hamilton, London, Niagara 
Falls, Oakville, St. Thomas, St. Cath- 
arines, Stoney Creek, Sault Ste. Marie, 
Sudbury, Timmins, North Bay, Wind- 
sor and Welland. 

The above change became effective 
on Monday, July 13th. 


F.P. NOW OFFERING 
CANADIAN MADE SHORTS 


In line with our policy of encouraging 
Canadian film makers, we are now 
making commercial use of the best of 
the short subjects submitted to us for 
screening. 

Our chief buyer and booker W. E. 
Robinson has announced that we have 
acquired IMAGES, a nine minute sub- 
ject produced by Julias Kohanyi for 
immediate exhibition right across Can- 
ada. Currently playing un our screens 
is a 25 minute Canadian short titled 
ORIENTATION, a close look at stu- 


Ss Ler, 
S Bese 


other theatre properties, forming Leth- 
bridge Theatres Limited. 1950 marked 
the opening of two more ventures by 
Lethbridge Theatres and Famous Play- 
ers. In partnership they opened the 
1,000 seat Paramount and bought out 


tear re 


dent life on the campus made by 
a McMaster University student Ivan 
Reitman. 

“We're constantly on the lookout 
for playable Canadian product,” Bill 
Robinson announced, and carefully 
screen everything submitted to us, sel- 
ecting only the ones which meet our 
own high standards. and are acceptable 
to the people who buy the tickets. 


GERALD PRATLEY TO HEAD 
STUDENT FILM AWARD PANEL 


Well known as a film critic, broad- 
caster and head of the new Ontario 
Science Centre’s film theatre program, 
Gerald Pratley has accepted an invita- 
tion to chair a panel of judges to select 
winners in Famous Players’ recently 
established annual $10,000 Student 
Film Awards competition. Judging will 
begin on September 14th and the 
awards made on October 3rd as a part 
of the annual Canadian Film Awards 
Presentation in Toronto. 

Pre-selection will be handled on a 
regional basis, with Les Wedman, film 
critic for the Vancouver Sun heading 
a panel for B.C. and Alberta, Frank 
Morriss film critic of the Winnipeg 
Tribune chairing a panel for Manitoba 
and Saskatchewan, and a chairman for 
Quebec and the Maritimes to be an- 
nounced shortly. For final judging the 
chairmen will convene in Toronto 


a local Drive-In with 575 speakers. 
Later additions were the 580 seat Para- 
mount Cinema and the 680 seat Col- 
lege Mall Cinema. 

Shack’s communal and political ac- 
tivities were many and varied. He 
served on City Council for a total of . 
24 years, including ten years as mayor. 
He has served on the executive of the 
Lethbridge Exhibition Board, Gyro In- 
ternational, his local Masonic Lodge, 
Alberta Theatres Association and the 
Canadian Federation of Mayors and 
Municipalities. 

Shack was not content to merely 
hold shares in the various companies 
he controlled, but actively managed 
tham all. He still doesn’t know why 
he got into this business, but it has 
been a most satisfying and profitable 
career. His three sons now help him 
manage the numerous businesses that 
he owns or controls. Congratulations 
Shack on your fifty years, which co- 
incides with our company’s celebra- 
tion of our own Golden Anniversary. 


ee ae re re 


with Gerald Pratley presiding. 

This is in line with a statement by 
George P. Destounis earlier this year 
offering a practical incentive to Can- 
adian students to display their talents 
in the sophisticated art of film making, 
for substantial monetary rewards. 


OFFICIAL F.P. SPEAKERS’ 
BUREAU FORMED 


In any given calendar year our com- 
pany receives dozens of requests from 
service clubs, business groups, women’s 
auxiliaries, educational bodies etc. to 
provide a speaker or speakers to clarify 
the processes of our business as it 
affects the theatre-going public. 

In order to accommodate as many 
speaking engagements as possible a- 
cross the circuit, Mr. George Destounis 
has announced the formation of an 
official three-man speakers’ bureau to 
consist of himself, Stan Helleur di- 
rector of public relations and Jim 
Cameron National director of Sales 
and Promotion. 

All requests for speaking engage- 
ments which cannot be handled at the 
local level should be referred to Stan 
Helleur who will take it from there. 
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JACQUES CHAMPAGNE AND 
HIS 50 IN 70 GRAND PRIZE 


As previously noted in these pages, 
Jacques Champagne, manager of our 
French publicity department in Que- 
bec won the national grand prize of a 
1970 Maverick in our recently con- 
cluded 50th Anniversary contest. &n 
the accompanying photo Jacques és 
shown receiving the keys to his cas 
from George R. Arnott, executive 
vice-president of United Amusement 
Corporation, while Miss Genevieve De- 
loir, femme star of the feature RED 
which was produced entirely in Que- 
bec with local talent, looks on admir- 
ingly. 

Jacques’ suggestion involved a giant 
contest for patrons of all Famous 
Players theatres in Quebec, with a 
total in excess of $15,000.00 worth of 
prizes promoted by himself personally 
and including such items as a new 
Dodge Challenger sports compact, all 
expenses paid trip to Paris, France, a 
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THORVALDSON USES MARQUEE 
TO SELL ANNIVERSARY 


Manager of the Gaiety theatre in Win- 
ipeg which is strategically situated at 
one of the more important intersec- 
tions in the city, Herm Thorvaldson 
dreamed up and executed a novel way 
in which to acquaint the thousands 
who daily pass his theatre and flock 
into the Hudson’s Bay store across 
the street, with our Company’s fiftieth 
birthday. 

He designed a seven foot artificial 
cake decorated with 28 flags and sev- 
eral eighteen inch F.P. maple leafs, and 
positioned it on top of his marquee 
facing the busy intersection. At night, 
a revolving coloured light in the shell 
drew added attention to the display. 

Very unusual and most effective, 
and an idea which quite possibly may 
be adapted to other situations sim- 
ilarly located. 


25"’ Electrohome colour T.V., etc, A 
total of fifteen prizes will be awarded 
on September 17th. 

Hundreds of thousand of entries 
have already been received and they 
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GERRY DILLON 
HONOURED BY N.A.C. 


We have just received a news release 
announcing that Mr. G.R. Dillon, On- 
tario Division Manager for Theatre 
Confections Limited has been appoin- 
ted to the board of directors of the 
National Association of Concession- 
aires. 

Mr. Julian Lefkowitz, president of 
N.A.C. in announcing the appoint- 
ment, stated: “‘We are delighted to 
have Mr. Dillon as a member of the 
N.A.C. board of directors. His many 
years of experience in the concessions 
field and his activity in N.A.C. affairs 
in Canada eminently qualify him to 
serve our Association as a Director- 
at-Large.’’ Congratulations Gerry, and 
good luck. 


CHANGES IN WINDSOR 


Mr. W.N. Murray has announced the 
sale of our Park theatre in Windsor as 
of the close of business on Thurs- 
day, July 2nd. This was our hard- 
ticket house in the city. At the same 
time he announced the opening of the 
new Devonshire Mall Twin Cinemas 
scheduled for Wednesday, August 12. 
The new dual will be operated by 
Century Theatre Management Limited. 

Mr. Mike Micelli, manager of the 
Palace theatre has been named to man- 
age the twin cinemas, and will be 
succzeded at the Palace by Howard 
Levis who for the past many years had 
managed the Park. 
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are still pouring in by the bushel. The 
value of the P. R. and publicity in- 
volved is incalculable. 

Congratulations Jacques, and nice 


going. 


HARRY GREEN ELECTED 
PIONEER DIRECTOR 


Our director of personnel Harry Green 
has been elected to the Board of 
Directors of the Canadian Picture Pi- 
oneers. Harry’s inherent humaneness 
and deep concern for his fellow men 
makes him a most valuable asset to the 
governing body of this most important 
industry organization. Congratulations 
Harry, and welcome aboard. 
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MORE ABOUT MANITOBA 


The editor of WHAT’S NEW sincerely 
regrets that due to circumstances com- 
pletely beyond our control, mainly 
the late arrival of necessary material 
such as photos and biographies, a 
number of our managers were omitted 
from the Manitoba edition of our 
company organ. We offer our apolo- 
gies for what to some may appear as a 
deliberate oversight, and hope that the 
following stories may serve to less- 
en the disappointment of those con- 
cerned. 


W. A. ARMSTRONG-TAYLOR 


Until his near-fatal wounding in an 
armed robbery in December of 1967, 
Jack Taylor, as he is familiarly known 
to his friends and associates was man- 
ager of the Lyceum theatre in Win- 
nipeg. His history in this business goes 
back a long way. 

A native of England, Jack spent his 
early years in the British Army serving 
in Egypt, India and Maita. In 1929 he 
emigrated to Canada and wound up in 
Winnipeg scratching out a living the 
best way he could. 

Finally he got a job as caretaker 
and later doorman at the Osborne 
theatre in 1933, and eight years later 
assumed management: of the Rose 
theatre, now the Towne Cinema. In 
1949 he was made co-manager of the 
Pembina Drive-In, the first in Western 
Canada, and ultimately took over com- 
plete management as well as super- 
vision of three other theatres. In 1964 
he was promoted to manager of the 
Lyceum where he remained until he 
was immobilized by an armed bandit’s 
bullets. 

Jack is a member of the Canadian 


Picture Pioneers, having served as sec- 
retary-treasurer of the Manitoba branch 
for three years, and is an honoured 
member of our F.P. 25 Year Club. He 
has been an energetic and dedicated 
participant in all industry affairs dur- 
ing his entire 35 years with the com- 
pany. 

Jack and Ada are the parents of 
two girls, both married, and is spend- 
ing his retirement years enjoying his 
family which includes six lovely grand- 
children. 


HARRY GRAY 


Born and educated in Manitoba, Harry 
entered our business via the stage door 
route. At 18 he joined the Chesney 
Players, a repertory group playing the 
three Western provinces, later moved to 
Regina as an actor with a local stock 
company, then in 1928 moved to Win- 
nipeg and the Dominion theatre stock 
company. By 1930 Harry felt he had 
had enough of the footboards and de- 
cided to get into the management end 
of the business, starting as an assistant 
manager at the Orpheum theatre. 


From the Orpheum Harry was mov- 
ed to the Cresent, back to the Or- 
pheum for a stretch, and then the 
Bijou. In 1936 he joined Western 
Theatres as manager of the Starland 
and four years later was promoted to 
the Lyceum theatre, the company’s 
key operation, where he remained un- 
til his retirement. 

Harry was a guiding spirit and 
moving force in all Industry under- 
takings, having served several terms as 
a director of the Manitoba branch of 
the Canadian Picture Pioneers and the 
Manitoba Theatres Association, chair- 
ing the latter organization's public 


relations committee for many years. 
He is a past Grand Master of the AF & 
AM in Manitoba, and is a member of 
the Rotary Club and the Chamber of 
Commerce. 

Harry and wife Helen, granddaugh- 
ter of a former mayor and early Win- 
nipeg pioneer are presently enjoying 
their retirement in Victoria. Their 
daughter Gloria, a former ‘Miss Win- 
nipeg’ is married and has three child- 
ren, and son Gerry is in the investment 
business in Vancouver, also married 
with two children, making Harry and 
Helen five-time grandparents. 


PEARL TRELEAVEN 


A native of Brandon, Manitoba, Pearl 
Treleaven has the distinction of being 
the first lady manager in Western Can- 
ada. While working part time at the 
Capitol theatre, Pearl managed to com- 
plete her formal education and in her 
spare time completed a business course. 

During her thirty years with our 
company, Pearl was an usherette, door- 
woman, confection attendant, cashier, 
bookkeeper, assistant manager, and ~ 
presently manageress of the Strand 
theatre. She is a member of our F.P. 
25-Year Club. 


JOHN PUNGENTE 


Manager of the Green Acres Drive-In 
theatre in Brandon, John began his 
career with our company in 1926 as an 
usher at the Colonial in Port Arthur, 
being promoted to assistant manager in 
1929. During the illness of the man- 
ager of the Orpheum in Fort William, 
John covered for him, and later moved 


and may you be blessed with many, 
many more years of life and happiness 
together. 


all questions, and there were plenty of 
them, tossed at him by the assemblage. 
More such intimate get-togethers are 


to the Lyceum in Port Arthur as an 
assistant manager. 


In 1942 John was moved to the 
Capitol in Brandon as manager, later 
managed the Strand in the same city. 
In 1955 he assumed management of 
the Green Acres Drive-In where he is 
now. 


2ND EXECUTIVE FORUM 
HELD IN TORONTO 


Following the very successful executive 
meeting held in early May, Mr. George 
P. Destounis convened a similar meet- 
ing which was held in our head office 
board room on Thursday, September 
3rd. 

The steering committee consisted 
of Mr. Destounis, Clare S. Doidge, 
W.N. Murray, Peter H. Mandell, E.D. 
Strother and J. Lawrence Pilon. 

Present at the sessions were, from 
head office, J.P. Whyte, Lorne E. 
Smith, N.G. Barker, J.W. Cameron, 
Harry Green, Richard Kressin, Stan 
Helleur, F.A. Morley and Dan Krendel. 
The field executives were Doug Gow 
from Vancouver, Eddie Newman, Sas- 
katchewan and Alberta, John Ferguson 
Manitoba, Murray Lynch represented 
the Atlantic Region, Les Mitchell, 
Toronto and Eastern Ontario and Alan 
Bell newly appointed district manager 
of Northern and Western Ontario. 

A variety of timely and critical 
subjects were discussed in depth, de- 
tailed reports submitted by all de- 
partment heads, and the meeting was 
declared a profitable and most success- 
ful event. Proceedings commenced at 
9.00 A.M. and continued until after 
11.00 in the evening. After the dinner 
break George Destounis took over and 
in his own inimitable manner fielded 


planned for the future. 


KEEP THOSE 
SUGGESTIONS COMING 


The response to our WHAT’S 
THE BIG IDEA plea has been 
most gratifying, and Mr. Des- 
tounis has carefully scrutin- 
ized and personally replied 
to each and-every suggestion 
received. We feel that with 
a little encouragement from 
management more and more 
of our employees will gain 
sufficient Courage to com- 
municate their suggestions and 
ideas to our president. 

This is the best way we 
know to encourage communi- 
cation within our company, 
and the success of this ap- 
proach can only be proven by 
the number of letters received. 
All should be directed to 
the personal attention of Mr. 
George P. Destounis. 

Once again we enclose a 
number of suggestion forms 
with this issue of WHAT’S 
NEW, and urge you to dis- 
tribute them to each and 
every employee on your pay- 
roll. If you require more, we 
have plenty on hand, and 
they're yours for the asking. 

So... WHAT’S THE BIG 
IDEA? You tell us. 


GELDSALERS CELEBRATE 
50TH ANNIVERSARY IN ‘70 


Ben Geldsaler, recently retired chief 
buyer and booker for our company 
met Hortense Cohen while he was 
stationed in Amherst, N. S. during 
W.W.1 and she was a member of a 
travelling troupe entertaining our boys 
in Khaki. They dug each other and as a 
natural Consequence were married in 
New York, Hortense’s home base. On 
August 15th this year they celebrated 
their fiftieth wedding anniversary. 

Ben and Hortense have three daugh- 
ters, all married. Alfreda is Mrs. P. 
Henry and lives in Toronto. Emily, 
Mrs. Eugene Grant lives in Mamaron- 
eck, L.I., and Phyllis, Mrs. H. Weisfeld 
calls Peterboro, home. 

Congratulations Ben and Hortense 
from all of us in the Famous Family, 


WHERE THERE'S A WILL 
THERE’S A $10,000 WINDFALL 


Jim Cameron has been hammering ~ 


away at the ‘Back to School” Theatre 
Party deal for weeks, and some of the 
problems he has encountered, including 
outright resistance by some managers 
points up the immediate need for a 
drastic revision in our thinking. 

Would you believe .. . ‘‘What a hell 
of a lot of work for a lousy $125.00” 
... We'll never crack these merchants, 
they’re too tough” ... “It’s never 
been done here, let’s not rock the 
boat’’ and many others just as rid- 
iculous. 

Well, Jim, using all his persuasive 
powers, a little coddling and some 
hammering, leading some, pushing oth- 
ers, proved that it could be done, and 
as of now has a total of 70 school 
parties scheduled for a neat gross of 
$10,000 plus a similar potential in 
confections sales. He not only had to 
sell the managers on the idea, but in 
many instances went out and sold the 
merchants as well. 

New and revolutionery ideas are 
never popular, and admittedly some 
simply don’t work out. But all are 
worth a try, and are a test of the 
ingenuity, inventiveness and pure and 
simple Showmanship to which we all 
proudly lay claim. 

So, that “Lousy $125.00” in nowa 
not-so-lousy $10,000. | think you get 
the message. 


PETER A. MAHON DECEASED 


Son of P.W. Mahon our late partner 
in the operation of theatres in Prince 
Albert, Peter A. Mahon died after a 
lengthy illness at his home in Prince 
Albert.. Mr. Mahon precticed law and 
was a county circuit judge. After his 
father’s death he took an active in- 
terest in the operation of our the- 
atres. Mr. Mahon died on August 14th 
at the age of 57. 


FIVE NEW THEATRES OPENED 
SINCE LAST ISSUE 


Since publication of the last issue of 
WHAT'S NEW, five new theatres com- 
prising six auditoriums and a total of 
4,395 seats were officially opened to 
the public. The Lambton Cinema in 
the Lambton Shopping Mall in Sarnia 


made its debut on June 12th. On Au- 
gust 5th, the Fairview Cinema, N.G.C.’s 
deluxer in the posh Fairview Mall in 
Toronto opened its doors. On August 
12th there were three openings 

The beautiful and luxurious twin audi- 
torium Cinema in the Devonshire Mall 
in Windsor . . . the Midtown Cinema 
in Saskatoon and the Garden City 


Cinema in North Winnipeg. Between 
them they have a combined seating 
Capacity of 4,395. 

Stories and pics covering the Wind- 
sor and Toronto houses appear in this 
issue. Material on the remaining three 
was unavailable at deadline <ime. Hope- 
fully some material will arrive in time 
for our next edition. 


DEVONSHIRE MALL TWINS DEBUT IN WINDSOR 


Right on schedule, as promised by the 
developers, the Devonshire enclosed 
mall, the largest shopping complex 
west of Toronto, opened for business 


on Wednesday, August 12th. The two 
anchors of this 70 store centre are 
Simpsons and Steinberg’s Miracle Mart, 
and the most glamorous attraction is 


W.N.Murray, developer Charles Tabachnick, N.A. Taylor 


our beautiful dual auditorium Cinemas 
strategically located at ground level in 
one of the busier sections. The Cinemas 
were designed and planned throughout 
and their construction supervised by 
our Engineering department headed by 
Richard Kressin. 

The Mall is completely air-condi- 
tioned and has parking facilities for 
3,500 cars. On opening day nearly 
30,000 visitors jammed the entire area, 
backing up traffic for miles. 

A large common foyer, tastefully 
and modernistically furnished permits 
access to both Cinemas, and the whole 
scene is dominated by the tremendous, 
glitteriig crystal chandelier suspended 
from the ceiling in the centre of the 
foyer, saved from the wrecking crew 
when our Capitol in Ottawa was closed. 
More comments were heard about this 
chandelier than any other single fea- 
ture in the theatre. A tremendous and 
utalitarian confection bar lines the 
back wall of the foyer between the 
entrances to the two Cinemas, Number 
1 with 452 seats and Number 2 with 
650. The theatre is luxuriously ap- 
pointed throughout and the blending 
of colours fits in nicely with the over- 
all modern decor. 

Both Cinemas are equipped with 
giant screens, and the projection equip- 
ment, installed by General Sound, is the 
very latest in automation. The audi- 
torium seats are roomy, deep and com- 
fortable with plenty of leg room. These 
Cinemas have already captured the 
imagination of all who have seen them, 
and by any yardstick, their commercial 
future is assured. 

On hand for the opening were W.N. 
Murray, Stan Helleur, Dan Krendel 
and Ken Nageshwar from our office, 
and N.A.Taylor, M.L.Axler, Jack Bern- 
stein, J.S. Kurk and Martin Simpson 
representing Century Theatre Manage- 
ment Limited who will operate the 
theatres. On hand from T.C.L. were 
Gerry Dillon and Jim Speiran. Mike 
Micelli, former manager of the Palace 
has been named manager of the new 


Cinemas. 
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N.G.C. CINEMA OPENS IN 
TORONTO’S FAIRVIEW MALL 


The 948 seat Cinema in Toronto’s 
newest, multi-million dollar enclosed 
shopping mall opened to the public on 
Wednesday, August 5th. Built on two 
levels, access to the lobby is gained 
from either the shopping mall proper 
or the rear parking lot. The foyer and 
auditorium are on the lower level. 

The foyer is of tremendous area, 
and at first glance seems to be covered 
with acres of luxurious carpet. At one 
end is a large, practical confection 
counter with the very latest equipment, 
and modern seating for waiting pa- 


trons lines the entire rear wall. The 
auditorium itself is furnished with the 
most comfortable seats on the market, 
the projection equipment the latest 
available, and the decor throughout 
pleasing and eye-appealing. 

On hand for the opening was a 
group of N.G.C. executives who flew 
down from the coast for the occasion. 
Manager of the Cinema is George Cole 
who was transferred from its name- 
sake in Kitchener. 

The Fairview Cinema is under Fa- 
mous Players operation, with Mr. Les 
Mitchell as District Manager. 


-Left to right front row. Beverley Turner & Karen Gillies candy att. Julie Livingstone cashier 
Joy Roselle candy, Marion Davis cashier, Kathryn Morham & Diane Lepine candy and Mgr. 
Back row left to right. Gordon Welsh usher, Stephen McCort doorman, Jim Hunt, Ron Hohs 
& David Moulday ushers. 


GEORGE COLE 


Manager of the N.G.C. Cinema in the 
recently constructed and very posh 
Fairview Mall in Toronto, George has 
spent his entire working life in this 
business. A native of Halifax where he 
received his education, he worked as 
an usher at Odeon’s Casino theatre 
while attending high school. After his 
graduation he took a full time job and 
worked as an usher, doorman and any 
other duties assigned to him at the 
Casino, Hyland, Oxford and Garrick in 
Halifax, also the Roseland and Aca- 
demy, plus a stint at the Hyland Drive- 
In in New Glasgow. In 1952 he was 
promoted to assistant manager of the 
Armview, now the Hyland, and in 1955 
was named manager of the Oxford 
where he remained until 1962. During 
this time he acted as a relief manager 
for most of the Odeon houses in the 
area. 

George left Odeon in 1963 to go in- 
to business for himself, as operator- 
manager of the Roxy in Westville, N.S. 
After two years of this he decided he'd 
never make his first million on his own 
and moved to Toronto where he went 
to work for Twinex as ass’t. manager 
of the Towne Cinema. Three months 
later he was transferred to the Plaza in 
Oakville, and in 1967 to the new Fair- 
view Cinema in Kitchener, then to Cal- 
gary for another year, back to Kit- 
chener until his appointment as man- 
ager of the Fairview Cinema in the 
new Fairview Mall in Toronto which 
opened on August 5th of this year. 

‘George is a bachelor, but still look- 
ing. He is a member of the Knights of 
Columbus, and until he left Kitchener 
was a member of the Chamber of Con 
merce. His lone hobbies are swimm- 
ing and reading almost everything he 
can set his eyes on. He spends his 
vacations visiting the folks back home. 


BONUS AWARDS 


Looks like we're right in the middle of the summer doldrums, and with management and staff vacations placing a heavier load on the man- 
agers, and time being of the essence, our bonus entries this time are just a little below par. However, we did receive 26 winning entries 
and two managers hit the jackpot and the $100.00 Master Showman award, for a grand total in prize money distribution of $850.00. 


if you don’t submit entries there’s just no way in which you can win 


in the mail for you too. 


$25.00 WINNERS 


BOB HARVEY, of the Capito} in North 
Bay for a well organized and wel! executed 
campaign in celebration of our 50th A 
niversary. Lots of free newspaper s 
radio and T.V. time, the works. 


CLIFF MILLS, manager of our Capitol 
in St. Thomas promoted dozens of ex- 
cellent prizes and enlisted the unstinted 
support of his daily and radio station to 
help celebrate our company’s Anniversary 
week. 


JACK CRITCHLEY, manager of the 
Regent in Ottawa for two fine campaigns 
while he was still at the helm of the 
Capitol prior to its closing. The first for 
an outstanding job of selling our Golden 
Anniversary celebration, and the second 
for his masterly handling of the closing 
ceremonies at the Capitol. All news media 
including both English and French news- 
papers, all focal radio and T.V. outlets, even 
the C.B.C. got into the act. 


JOHN DESROCHES, who handles the 
Victory away up north in Timmins for an 
extremely colourful and effective selling job 
on BATTLE OF BRITAIN. ie 


RENE ROBITAILLE, of the Maska in 
St. Hyacinthe, Quebec hit a high double. 
One for his promotion of over fifty prizes 
to help celebrate our Anniversary week, and 
the second for his unusual handling of our 
special 50 cent day which packed his house. 


JACK MacMELLON, who runs the Cap- 
itol in Halifax for his fast thinking in arrang- 
ing a special midnight show in his theatre 
coincidently with a dusk-to-dawn perform- 
ance at the Drive-in over the holiday week- 
end. Complete sell-out in both situations. 


EDDIE LAMOUREUX, maestro of the 
big Capitol in Windsor did a bang up job of 
selling THE ADVENTURERS making ex- 
cellent use of the book tie-up with local 
distributors. 


DON MENZIES, energetic maestro of the 
Palace in Calgary for a fine promotion 
tying in the local Simpson-Sears outlet and 
the Calgary Albertan in a colouring contest 
in support of CHARLIE BROWN. Lots of 
entries, lots of publicity, lots of business. 
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GEORGE DAVIE, who runs the Gofden 
Mile in Scarborough heard that the shopping 


plaza was holding a midnight sale to fast 
“ until 3:00 A.M. He immediately posted 


signs inviting shoppers to use the theatre 
facilities, including his confection counter 
and wound up not only with a lot of good 
will but an extra three hundred bucks. 


F. ZALOT, manager of the Denman Place 
Cinema in Vancouver tied up all the mer- 
chants in his area and promoted dozens of 
good prizes to help sell BUTCH CASSIDY. 


ROMEO CRONIER, who runs the Para- 
mount in Moncton put on an extensive, 
well-planned campaign in support of his 
engagement of WOODSTOCK. Results, ex- 
cellent. 


TIM MOULSON, headman of the Spruce- 
land in Prince George hit a two-bagger. 
The first for a jam-packed week of act- 
ivities to celebrate our Anniversary, and 
the second for an outstanding selling job 
on PAINT YOUR WAGON. 


KEN MacKENZIE, of the Paramount 
in St. John, N.S. tied up all the mod shops 
in his city to help sell WOODSTOCK. He 
first tried the record shops, but they were 
all out of stock, so he did the next best 
thing. Good thinking, and good business. 


MARTIN CAVE, who runs things at the 
Royal in Victoria pulled a number of novel 
and exciting stunts to help celebrate our 
Golden Anniversary. 


GARY GANGNIER, the young fellow 
who steers the Bay in North Bay knocks 
off a double. The first for an unusually 
effective campaign in support of BLOODY 
MAMA, and the second for his promotion 
of a Festival of Hits, a different program 
each night during our Anniversary week 
which resulted in his biggest grosses in 
years. 


LARRY KENNEDY, skipper of the Para- 
mount in St. John, N.B. hit a high double 
for a twin win. The first for a most 
successful Santa Claus Christmas Show in 
the middle of June, and the second for a 
most comprehensive and successful cam- 
paign in support of his engagement of 
PAINT YOUR WAGON. 


... 80, get YOURS in right now and maybe there'll be a surprise 


BILL INGE, of the Cinema Polo Park 
in Winnipeg for a most successful P.R. 
job in connection with our Golden An- 
niversary celebration. 


ROLPHE REINHARDT, B. M. of the 
Strand in Edmonton for an unusually ef- 
fective five-way tie-up in support of his 
engagement of 101 DALMATIONS. Partic- 
ipants were Canada Packers, The Edmonton 
Pet Shop, Disneyland Records, Radio Stat- 
ion CHED, and the theatre. 


WILF RUNGE, manager of the Queen 
City Drive-In theatre in Regina effected an 
excellent tie-up with the local Trading 
Post who contributed gift certificates to 
help sell BORN TO BUCK. In addition 
Wilf arranged for free pony rides for the 
youngsters. 


GEORGE FORHAN, who pilots the 
Paramount in Halifax went all out in his 
promotion of Woodstock to excelent B.O. 
results. : 


NOEL FRAYNE, manager of the Rich- 
mond Square Twins in Richmond, B. C. 
created numerous attractive displays 
throughout the shopping mall, promoted a 
number of good prizes, and ran a successful 
contest in support of his engagement of 
THE CASTAWAYS. 


$100.00 MASTER SHOWMEN 


It’s easy to win this title, and to sweeten it 
up, an extra hundred bucks. All you have to 
do is submit FOUR bonus-winning entries. 
The rest is automatic. Check your files... 
maybe you're a winner and don’t know it, 
or perhaps you’re within easy reaching dis- 
tance. The dough’s here waiting to be claim- 
ed. This trip we have two who qualify, both 
from the north country, same town. 


BOB HARVEY .- Capitol, North Bay. 
GARY GANGNIER - Bay, North Bay. 


LAMBTON CINEMA OPENS 
IN SARNIA 


Strategically located in the new Lamb- 
ton Shopping Mall in Sarnia, the 649 
seat Lambton Cinema opened to the 
public on Friday, June 12th. A dazzl- 
ing addition to the entertainment scene 
in this border city, the Cinema is the 
latest word in comfort, from the very 
attractive entrance, to the wide, deep- 
cushioned seats and the most modern 
projection and sound equipment avail- 
able. It boasts the largest screen in 
Sarnia for the ultimate in viewing 
comfort. The theatre is luxuriously 
carpetted throughout, and the large, 
utilitarian confection bar designed to 
serve patrons quickly and efficiently. 

This new Famous Players theatre 
will be operated by Century Theatre 
Management Limited. Pictures of the 
entrance, lobby and auditorium appear 
elsewhere on this page. 

Mr. Ross Chapman, veteran man- 
ager in the Twinex organization has 
been named manager of the new Cine- 
ma. 
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AL BLONDIN SUPERVISOR 
QUEBEC THEATRES 


Appointed to his new position in Aug- 
ust of 1969, Albert Blondin got his 
start in this business as doorman at the 
Riato theatre in Montreal in 1928, and 
after four years was promoted to as- 
sistant manager. In 1939 he took on. 
management of the Monkland, then 
the Corona where he remained until 
1956. In that year he was named man- 
ager of the Kent at the same time ser- 
ving as internal auditor covering field 
operation. He was also instrumental in 


organizing the company’s Purchasing 
Department. 


In 1962 Al moved to the United 
Amusement head office as Supervisor 
of Operations, then District Manager, 
finally Supervisor of Purchasing, a po- 
sition he held until his appointment as 
supervisor of all the United Amuse- 
ment Corporation's theatres in the pro- 
vince of Quebec. 

Al is a native Montrealer and re- 
ceived his education in that city. 
Married to Alice Mitchell, he and his 
charming wife are the parents of two 
daughters, both residing in Toronto. 
Lynn, Mrs. G. Metcalfe is a school 
teacher, and daughter Joyce is a re- 
searcher with Capitol Records, Pre- 
viously she had been in charge of 
Eaton’s Junior Council in Montreal, 
and had also spent a year operating her 
own boutique in Freeport, Grand Ba- 
hamas. 


Al and Alice are inveterate travellers 
and spend all their vacations roaming 
the world. In the course of their 
travels they have visited France, Eng- 
land, Italy, Spain, Portugal, Africa, 
Gibralter, Las Vegas, San Francisco, 
Los Angeles, Florida and Mexico. They 
haven't decided where they’re going 
next. 

A member of our F.P. 40 Year 
Club, Al's hobbies consist of car- 
pentry, gardening, sports, reading, and 


naturally travelling. His present res- 
ponsibilities have curtailed those extra- 
curricular activities somewhat, but Al 
is happiest when he is busiest. 


AROUND THE CORNER 


Around the corner | have a friend, 
In this great city that has no end: 
Yet days go by and weeks rush on, 
And ere | know it a year has gone, 
And | never see my old friend’s 
face, 
For life is a swift and terrible race. 
He knows | like him just as well 
As in the days when | rang his bell 
and he rang mine. 
We were younger then; 
And now we are busy, tired men, 
Tired with playing a foolish game; 
Tired with trying to make a name. 
“Tomorrow” | say, “I‘Il call on 
Jim, 
Just to show I’m thinking of him.” 
But tomorrow comes - and tomorrow 
goes 
And the distance between us grows 
and grows. 
Around the corner! yet miles away: 
“Here's a telegram, sir,’’ 

“Jim died today! *’ 
That's what we get and deserve in the 
end, 
Around the corner - a vanished friend. 


by Charles Hanson Towne 


F.P. AND CFCF IN MONTREAL 
CELEBRATE ’50 IN ‘70 


Radio station CFCF in Montreal, Can- 
ada’s first radio station to go on the 
air, celebrated its fiftieth anniversary 
in January, coincidently with our own. 
Johnny Sperdakos, head of our adver- 
tising and publicity in Quebec couldn't 
let this. natural opportunity slip by, 
got together with the station’s P.R. 
people and came up with a dandy. 
They arranged a super ‘Movie of the 
Month’ meeting details of these 
meetings were published in an earlier 
issue of WHAT’S NEW ... promoted 
thousands of dollars’ worth of terrific 
prizes, and held one wing ding of a 
party. The screening was held in the 
Cinema Westmount Square, and need- 
less to say the theatre was jam-packed. 
In the accompanying photo Mr. 
Frank Phillips. District Manager for 


Irish International Airlines is shown 
presenting two return tickets to Ire- 
land, the top prize, to Mrs. B. Car- 
penter of Verdun while Ken Dobson 
of CFCF and Sandra Batten, Irish 
International Airlines sales agent look 
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on approvingly. 

Incidentally, the preview attraction 
was Warner Bros.’ ON MY WAY TO 
THE CRUSADES | MET A GIRL WHO 


Nice going Johnny ... keep swingin.’ 
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MANAGERIAL CHANGES 


Mr. W.N. Murray has announced the 
following changes in management and 
new appointments, effective immedi- 
ately. 


A.E.BROWN has been appointed man- 
ager of the Toronto-Dominion Cinema 
in Toronto. 


SEBASTIAN LOPEZ has been trans- 
ferred from the Towne and Countrye 
Cinemas to the Hollywood theatre. 


FRASER LAWSON who has been on 
the Toronto relief staff has been named 
manager of the Baronet in Toronto. 


PAT TOBIN has left the Parkdale 
which -has been sold, to assume man- 
agement of the Palace in Toronto. 


LARRY FOX assistant manager at the 
Tivoli in Hamilton has been named 
manager of the Donlands in Toronto. 


GEORGE COLE manager of the Fair- 
view Cinema in Kitchener has been 
appointed manager of the new Fair- 
view Mall Cinema in Toronto. 


MRS. GERTRUDE MONOGHAN man- 
ageress of the Plaza in Oakville has 
been moved to the Fairview in Kit- 
chener. 


MICHAEL HOGAN has been assigned 
to manage the Plaza in Oakville. 


DENNIS SINGBEIL assistant manager 
of the Capitol in Winnipeg has been 
promoted to manager of the recently 
opened Garden City Cinema in the 
same City. 


NEW BRUNSWICK THEATRES 
WIN INDUSTRIAL SAFETY AWARD 


Our theatres in New Brunswick have 
built up an enviable record of prac- 
tical employee safety precautions and 
have been rewarded by the New Bruns- 
wick Industrial. Safety Council with a 
merit certificate in recognition of the 
completion of one full year without 
a single industrial injury. 

In his letter of congratulations, Mr. 
H.E. Briggs Executive Director of the 
Council comments, “‘This achievement 
was not reached through chance or 
luck. It is the result of interest in your 
employees’ welfare, a knowledge of 
the things required to maintain a safe 
working environment, and the aware- 
ness on the part of your management 
and employees of the benefits of safe 
working habits and conditions.” 

We hope that every theatre on our 
circuit can match this record, and the 
proper kind of co-operation between 
management and employees can make 
this a reality. So, read the bulletins 
regularly sent out by our Insurance 
Department and pass them along to 
your staffs. If you implement all the 
suggestions contained in these memos 
you too can have a clean safety record. 


A MAN AND A WOMAN 


We are not referring to the picture of 
the same name, merely reminding you 
of our suggestion in the last issue of 
WHAT’S NEW that the entrances to 
your mens’ and ladies’ restrooms be 
properly identified pictorially. 

Our art department in Montreal has 
a most attractive panel measuring 6” x 
15” with highly stylized illustrations 
of a man on one and a woman on the 
other. They are done on arborite and 
you have the choice of white on nat- 
ural wood finish, black on white or 
white on black. The cost is $2.00 per 
panel, and we urgently recommend 
that you order a set immediately, even 
if you are presently using some make- 
shift arrangement. 

Please order them by regular re- 
quisition in the normal way through 
our purchasing department. Delivery 
can be made in a week to ten days. 


GUILDFORD CINEMA HOSTS 
GOLDEN AGERS 


The week of June 15th was declared 
Senior Citizens’ week in Surrey, B.C. 
by mayoral proclamation. This was a 
natural for Bill Mills manager of our 
Guildford Cinema who immediately 
offered his theatre for a Golden Age 
party and packed the house on Tues- 
day, June 16th. The party was well 
covered by the press with pics and 
copy in the Guildford Town Crier. 
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PIERRE RENE EXECUTIVE 
ASSISTANT IN MONTREAL 


Starting as an office boy in our Mon- 
treal office about ten years ago, Pierre 
worked his way into the accounting 
department as an assistant accountant. 
Three years ago he decided to back up 
his practical experience with some 
formal schooling and enrolled in the 
Commerce Faculty of the University 


of Montreal, working in the office part 
time and during his vacation periods. 

He has recently graduated with his 
Bachelor of Commerce degree and has 
returned to his full-time duties at the 
office as an executive assistant in the 
Montreal office. 

His activities in the past had been 
confined to real estate work in the 
province of Quebec, but now that he 
is back on full time his duties will 
be extended to embrace other areas of 
operation. 

| understand that Pierre is still a 
bachelor but has been walking around 
somewhat dazedly with a wicked gleam 
in his eye. He is fluently bilingual and 
should prove a real asset to our Que- 
bec operations. Congratulations Pierre. 


DON'T OVERLOAD YOUR 
ELECTRICAL CIRCUITS 


A timely reminder from Jack Fitz- 
gibbons points up the importance of 
continuing vigilence in checking your 
confection counter electrical systems 
to make sure that your electrical 
Circuits are adequate to carry the load. 
One extra item of equipment im- 
properly installed without allowing for 
the extra drain cari pop fuses all over 


In the top photo Alderman Ron 


Ross is shown greeting 97 year old 
John P. Ritchie, with manager Bill 
Mills looking on. The second photo 
shows Alderman Ross, Doug Gow, Mr. 
Ritchie and Alderman Rita Johnston. 
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the place and create a fire hazard. 

It is a false economy to use higher 
rated fuses or pennies in your fuse 
box, and can get you into a lot of 
trouble. 

Normal wear and tear takes its toll 
of your wiring. It as well as all plugs 
must be checked constantly and cor- 
rective measures taken. 

All the fire extinguishers must be 
checked and refilled as per the re- 
peated instructions of our insurance 
underwriters and your local fire de- 
partment. Check tags for dates of last 
inspection regularly. 
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MORE FROM MORLEY 


Fred Morley reports that one of the most misunderstood and most abused areas 
in Our insurance set-up is the reporting of insurance losses and accidents in our 
theatres. During the past year we have suffered a number of losses simply be- 
cause the details had been incorrectly reported. Please study the following re- 
porting procedures and follow the instructions to the letter. 


FIRE-WINDSTORM DAMAGE Should be reported immediately IN WRITING 
to your Head Office Insurance Department. If extensive, report by telephone. In 
no event call in an adjustor. The insurance companies take care of that 

Report to the Director of Theatres for your province by phone or wire where 
damage results in fire. 

If fire occurs in the projection room report immediately in writing to your 
provincial Director of Theatres. 


BOILER-MACHINERY DAMAGE Report to Head Office Insurance Dept. 


CAPITOL OTTAWA CLOSES 
WITH NOSTALGIC DIGNITY 


Jack Critchley spared no effort to 
make the closing of the Capitol the- 
atre in Ottawa a memorable and fully 
documented event. The C.B.C. extend- 
ed extraordinary co-operation and pro- 
duced a colour documentary which 
was aired as a half hour special on 
Friday, May 29th. Independent T.V. 
climbed on the bandwagon and almost 
duplicated the C.B.C. production. All 
local radio stations joined in a half 
hour salute to the Capitol, with a run- 
ning commentary on the history of 
this important Ottawa landmark. All 
in all several hours of T.V. and radio 
coverage blanketed the airwaves for 
nearly a month after the official clos- 
ing. 
Local newspapers devoted pages of 
ictures and copy with special em- 
shasis on the historic background and 
sontributions of the Capitol to the cul- 
tural and social life of the city. 
_ Many dignitaries from Capitol Hill 
as well as leaders in business, social 


-and cultural circles were guests at the 


final performance, and while our Prime 


_ Minister Mr. Pierre Elliot Trudeau had 


a@ prior Commitment he did wire his re- 
grets and good wishes. 
_ Our very sincere congratulations to 


_ Jack Critchley who did such a mag- 


‘hificent job, with admirable restraint 


and dignity, and we can only hope 
that he will be on hand to launch the 
_ few, modern cinemas which will be an 


Be 


_ important part of the new, multi- 
~ Million dollar complex already rising 


| . oo On the site of the old Capitol. 


wit _ “ARV HOLD-UP LOSSES Report immediately to local police 
he nS ssatenice Department. 
~——“ansation Form 
DUO 
Be courtevus. 
Be businesslike. 
Inspect scene closely. 
Get all essential details. 
If serious, report to the General Accident Assurance Company of 
Canada area office BY TELEPHONE. 
DON'T Apologize for accident. 


Argue cause with claimant. 

Reprimand employee at scene. 

Offer to pay medical expenses. 

Admit responsibility. 

Mention insurance. 

In days or weeks following do not discuss the accident with 
strangers. 

Do not permit photographs to be taken by anyone other than the 
General Accident Assurance Company representatives. 


ABOVE ALL AVOID ACCIDENTS BY PRACTICING GOOD HOUSE KEEPING 


GUILDFORD CINEMA HOSTS 
GOLDEN AGERS 


The week of June 15th was declared 
Senior Citizens’ week in Surrey, B.C. 
by mayoral proclamation. This was a 
natural for Bill Mills manager of our 
Guildford Cinema who immediately 
offered his theatre for a Golden Age 
party and packed the house on Tues- 
day, June 16th. The party was well 
covered by the press with pics and 
copy in the Guildford Town Crier. 
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inspection regularly. 


somewridt dazedly with a wicked gleam 
in his eye. He is fluently bilingual and 
should prove a real asset to our Que- 
bec operations. Congratulations Pierre. 


DON'T OVERLOAD YOUR 
ELECTRICAL CIRCUITS 


A timely reminder from Jack Fitz- 


Starting as an office boy in our Mon- 
treal office about ten years ago, Pierre 
worked his way into the accounting 
department as an assistant accountant. 
Three years ago he decided to back up 
his practical experience with some 
formal schooling and enrolled in the 
Commerce Faculty of the University 


gibbons points up the importance of 
continuing vigilence in checking your 
confection counter electrical systems 
to make sure that your electrical 
Circuits are adequate to carry the load. 
One extra item of equipment im- 
properly installed without allowing for 
the extra drain cari pop fuses all over 
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MORE FROM MORLEY 


Fred Morley reports that one of the most misunderstood and most abused areas 
in Our insurance set-up is the reporting of insurance losses and accidents in our 
theatres. During the past year we have suffered a number of losses simply be- 
cause the details had been incorrectly reported. Please study the following re- 
porting procedures and follow the instructions to the letter. 


FIRE-WINDSTORM DAMAGE Should be reported immediately IN WRITING 
to your Head Office Insurance Department. If extensive, report by telephone. In 
no event call in an adjustor. The insurance companies take care of that 

Report to the Director of Theatres for your province by phone or wire where 
damage results in fire. 

If fire occurs in the projection room report immediately in writing to your 
provincial Director of Theatres. 


BOILER-MACHINERY DAMAGE Report to Head Office Insurance Dept. 


SAFE, BURGLARY HOLD-UP LOSSES Report immediately to local police 
and submit a written report to our Head Office Insurance Department. 


INJURY TO EMPLOYEES A formal report (Workmen’s Compensation Form 
7) should be sent to the Workmen's Compensation Board office in your province 
with a copy to our insurance department. 


ACCIDENT TO PATRON First make the patron comfortable. Arrange for 
professional first-aid, and if necessary call a doctor. NOTE do NOT promise that 
we will take care of medical or hospital expenses. Secure injured person’s version 
of the accident. 

Secure names and addresses of patrons in the vicinity as to the condition of 
the area, whether they are eye-witnesses or not. Remember, one independent 
witness is worth three employee witnesses. 

Get the names and addresses of employee witnesses and have them complete 
a witness of accident report at once. 

If no employee actually saw the accident, get two or more to inspect the 
scene and fill out a regular witness report. 

Inspect and verify condition of premises as to the following. Any structural 
defects in area? Is the area clean and dry, and the lighting adequate? Any un- 
usual objects near the injured person? If injury caused by falling objects give 
specific details. If a door or doors are the cause, determine if functioning pro- 
perly and detail. Submit a detailed maintenance report immediately. 

Finally, FILL OUT OUR STANDARD ACCIDENT REPORT and send to the 
General Accident Insurance Company area office nearest your theatre without 
delay. SEND COPY TO OUR H.O. INSURANCE DEPARTMENT. 


SOME POINTS TO REMEMBER 


DO Go to the scene at once. 
Be courteous. 
Be businesslike. 
Inspect scene closely. 
Get all essential details. 
If serious, report to the General Accident Assurance Company of 
Canada area office BY TELEPHONE. 


DON'T 


Apologize for accident. 

Argue cause with claimant. 

Reprimand employee at scene. 

Offer to pay medical expenses. 

Admit responsibility. 

Mention insurance. 

In days or weeks following do not discuss the accident with 
strangers. 

Do not permit photographs to be taken by anyone other than the 
General Accident Assurance Company representatives. 


CAPITOL OTTAWA CLOSES 
WITH NOSTALGIC DIGNITY 


Jack Critchley spared no effort to 
make the closing of the Capitol the- 
atre in Ottawa a memorable and fully 
documented event. The C.B.C. extend- 
ed extraordinary co-operation and pro- 
duced a colour documentary which 
was aired as a half hour special on 
Friday, May 29th. Independent T.V. 
climbed on the bandwagon and almost 
duplicated the C.B.C. production. All 
local radio stations joined in a half 
hour salute to the Capitol, with a run- 
ning commentary on the history of 
this important Ottawa landmark. All 
in all several hours of T.V. and radio 
coverage blanketed the airwaves for 
nearly a month after the official clos- 
ing. 

Local newspapers devoted pages of 
pictures and copy with special em- 
phasis on the historic background and 
contributions of the Capitol to the cul- 
tural and social life of the city. 

Many dignitaries from Capitol Hill 
as well as leaders in business, social 
and cultural circles were guests at the 
final performance, and while our Prime 
Minister Mr. Pierre Elliot Trudeau had 
a prior Commitment he did wire his re- 
grets and good wishes. 

Our very sincere congratulations to 
Jack Critchley who did such a mag- 
nificent job, with admirable restraint 
and dignity, and we can only hope 
that he will be on hand to launch the 
new, modern cinemas which will be an 
important part of the new, multi- 
million dollar complex already rising 
on the site of the old Capitol. 


ABOVE ALL AVOID ACCIDENTS BY PRACTICING GOOD HOUSE KEEPING 
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or boy fonds, This year ae dt ee 
fee the Annandale Golf and Country Club 

240 Pickering, on the eastern’ ourskirts 
‘of Metro Toronto. ee 


The program was wide and va ‘ied 
: Many spent the afternoon chasing ny 
elusive” little white ball around the golf 
course, and for the non-go fers who > 
were in the majority there was a pro- — 
gram of novelty games and contests. ; 
Over 150 prizes were distributed A 
the winners and as lucky door prizes. — 
In the evening there was dancing for 
all who managed to survive the oy ee 
energy sapping activities. a 
Earl Gordon was chairman of ‘the 
picnic committee, and was ably ass- 
isted by Bill Walterhouse, Chris Cham- 
pagne, John Kilcullen, May Chan, Ger- 
ry Dillon, Bob Gardner and Bob West. | 
A highlight of the evening was the _ 
presentation to Jack Fitzgibbons of a ~ 
set of cufflinks and tie tac in ap- 
preciation of his help in assuring the 
success of this memorable day. 3 
~The accompanying photos selected 
at random tell their own story, and 
individual bylines would be super- — 
flous. 
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